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75 000 people in the streets against the 
WTO 


Paris, 27th November, 1999 
PRESS RELEASE 


The demonstrations held against the WTO 
Millennium Cycle, called for by ATTAC, the 
Farming Confederation and the Co-ordination for 
Citizen Control over the WTO, joined by hundreds 
of associations and unions, as well as_ political 
parties, were a great success throughout France. 
In all there were more than 75,000 demonstrators 
in 80 towns. 


Its aims appeared so abstract for some that no- 
one was sure that they could be achieved: an 
audit of an_ international organisation, an 
assessment of 5 years of liberalisation, and a 
moratorium. It has now been proved that citizens 
are quite capable of taking over mechanisms 
presented to them as being reserved for the 
experts, and that they are prepared to go out into 
the streets to demonstrate their convictions. 
ATTAC's message - "to understand in order to act" 
- got through perfectly, and gives a glimpse of 
even bigger demonstrations for the future against 
all aspects of market dictatorship. 


Some of the demonstrations took an original form: 
from the unexpected visit to the Bayonne home of 
Michel Camdessus, the IMF's resigning CEO; to 
the building of a "globalisation wall" in Rennes 
which the demonstrators then duly brought down. 
Many of them led to spontaneous discussions with 
passers-by and customers in cafés. 


It would appear that an ATTAC "atmosphere" or 
"style" is coming into being, combining 
conviviality, imagination and pluralism in the 
service of a struggle without concessions against 
neo-liberalism. 


In some towns, local committees report 
gatherings without precedent for many years: 100 
people at Le Puy-en-Velay; 600 people in 
Manosque; 500 people at Bourges; at La Rochelle 
the impressive figure of 2,500 people joined side- 
by-side against the WTO's pretensions. In 
Narbonne the ATTAC committee, which has put a 
lot of effort into helping flood victims, assembled 
150 people despite the circumstances. In La 
Réunion, 300 people demonstrated in Saint-Pierre 
and Saint-Denis. 


There were imposing demonstrations in a number 
of regional capitals: 5,000 people in Marseilles; 
4,000 in Toulouse; 3,000 in Lyon and Nantes; 
2,000 in Bordeaux, Grenoble and Le Mans, etc. In 
Paris, the procession that started at La Bourse and 
ended at La Bastille brought together 20,000 
people. 


At most of the gatherings the presence of 
European, national (including those in the ATTAC 
committee and French National Assembly) and 
above all local MPs was_ noted. Almost 
everywhere, prefectures and _  sub-prefectures 
received delegations, petitions were handed in and 
appeals to MPs written. 


We hope that the great success of this day of 
action will give food for thought to the 
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Government and to European representative 
Pascal Lamy ("The man who said yes*", to use an 
expression seen on a Parisian ATTAC committee 
placard). They must be aware that the citizens 
who took action today will remain vigilant 
throughout the days, weeks and months to come. 


At ATTAC's initiative, a dialogue will be set up 
between all the organisations party to the actions 
of 27th November, to decide on the next steps to 
be taken in our struggle, and depending on the 
agenda adopted (or not) by the WTO Ministerial 
Conference. Its main points will be presented in 
Paris during the evening of 15th December, in the 
Bourse du travail (trades union centre) annex, 
together with a report from the delegations 
attending the Seattle counter-summit. 


* A reference to "The man who said no", the title 


of a film on de Gaulle currently showing in Paris. 


Translated by Amanda Galbe 
Translation Group Volunteer 
coorditrad@attac.org 





City of Arcata Proclamation for the Tobin 
tax 


The following Proclamation that was endorsed by 
the City of Arcata is taken from the Tobin Tax 
Updatel. It is being offered as a model for 
submission to your town council. 


WHEREAS over $1.5 trillion moves daily through 
currency exchange markets around the world, and 
over 85% of those transactions are of a 
speculative nature, where traders bet on whether 
currency values and interest rates will move up or 
down; and 


WHEREAS such volume and volatility disrupts the 
ability of nations to establish equitable and just 
economic policies; to intervene to protect their 
own currencies; and to provide support for 
needed social and environmental programs; and 


WHEREAS recent financial crises and currency 
devaluations tend to exacerbate existing problems 
such as price increases, higher unemployment, 
plant closures, social unrest and human rights 
violations; and to burden indigenous, poor and 
middle-income populations most heavily; and 


WHEREAS excessive speculation could be curbed 
by a very small tax of between 0.1% and 0.25% 
on each cross-border currency transaction (as 


proposed by Nobel prize-winning economist 
James Tobin -- "Tobin Tax"); and such a tax would 
reduce incentives for overnight speculation while 
remaining small enough to leave longer-term 
investments intact; and 


WHEREAS the revenues from a Tobin Tax, 
projected at between $150 and $300 billion a 
year, would provide the resources urgently needed 
to wipe out extreme poverty, provide basic social 
services and mitigate environmental destruction 
globally; and_ collection, enforcement and 
allocation aspects are considered to be 
economically feasible: 


THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED THAT, The City 
Council of the City of Arcata urges governments 
around the world to immediately cooperate to 
establish Tobin-style taxes on foreign currency 
exchange market transactions, collected and 
distributed in a fully transparent and accountable 
manner, with the revenue dedicated to basic and 
urgent human and environmental needs and to 
ecologically sustainable jobs within less-developed 
countries. 


(1)The Tobin Tax Update is a monthly newsletter 
of the Tobin Tax Initiative USA. The Tobin Tax is 
a proposal to tax _ cross-border currency 
transactions, for the purpose of reining in market 
volume and __ volatility; restoring _ national 
sovereignty over monetary policy; and raising 
substantial revenue for urgent global 
environmental and human needs. 


Tobin Tax Initiative USA Ruthanne Cecil, 
Project Director and Newsletter Editor see our 
website at <http://www.tobintax.org> email 
<cecilr@humboldtl.com> Tobin Tax _ Initiative 
USA, International Innovative Revenue Project, 
Center for Environmental Economic Development, 
P.O. Box 4167, Arcata, CA 95518-4167 USA TEL 
(707) 822-8347 FAX (707) 822-4457 Building 
Local Support for Global Solutions... 


Disarming the New World Order 


SEATTLE AND BEYOND: DISARMING THE NEW 
WORLD ORDER 
by Michel Chossudovsky 


Professor of Economics at the University of Ottawa 
and author of The Globalization of Poverty, 
Impacts of IMF and World Bank Reforms, Third 
World Network, Penang and Zed Books, London, 
1997. 


ps 


attac 


THE BALANCE SHEET OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
DESTRUCTION 


Amply documented, humanity is undergoing in the 
post-Cold War era an economic and social crisis of 
unprecedented scale leading to the rapid 
impoverishment of large sectors of the World 
population. National economies are collapsing, 
unemployment is rampant; Wall Street banks are 
"taking over countries" one after the other; 
regional wars have erupted along strategic gas-oil 
pipelines and often’ behind the various 
"insurgencies" are powerful corporate interests 
which coincidentally are also lobbying for trade 
reform... In most countries the standard of living 
has collapsed.. 


In preparing the Seattle Millennium meetings, 
Washington in consultation with Brussels and the 
WTO in Geneva, is set on weakening and dividing 
social movements and citizens' groups which have 
converged on Seattle from all over the World. 
Meanwhile, local organisers are busy --together 
with the FBI and the Seattle Police Department 
(SPD)-- in carefully planning "security 
arrangements" for the official venue. An extensive 
police apparatus has been set in motion. Special 
Forces from the FBI, the CIA and other federal 
agencies will be on the scene. "Trouble-makers" 
are to be held at bay, well equipped riot police are 
on hand including Gang Squads and SWAT teams 
of the Tactical Operations Divisions which 
constitute the "more militarized components" of 
the police force. 


1.Everything has been put in place to keep the 
Citizens' Summit physically removed from the 
Ministerial Conference. As in previous counter- 
summits (Rio de Janeiro, Madrid, Copenhagen, 
Beijing, etc.), the intent is to ensure that the 
numerous protest meetings, teach -ins and mass 
rallies do not obstruct or in any way threaten the 
legitimacy of the official venue. In Seattle, the 
holding of parallel sessions by NGOs requires 
formal "accreditation" with the Seattle Host 
Committee chaired by Microsoft's Bill Gates and 
Philip Condit of The Boeing Company. 


Several months ahead of time, the WTO and 
Western governments had called for a "dialogue" 
with selected civil society organisations in setting 
the agenda for the Millennium Round. "Partner 
NGOs", namely those "we can trust" were 
provided with funds to travel and organize their 
respective "teach-ins" in Seattle. Already last 
year, the WTO had announced a plan for "an on- 
going collaboration with partner NGOs" while 


emphasising that the WTO "recognizes the role 
NGOs can play to increase the awareness of the 
public in respect of WTO activities". 


2.Similarly, the European Commission had 
underscored its "commitment to transparency and 
openness in trade policy-making". 


3.Carefully screened "partner NGOs" were invited 
to participate in a number of preparatory "issue- 
specific" events. The European Commission held 
several rounds of consultations with selected 
consumer, labour, environmental and 
development organisations with a view to "to 
improve the transparency of WTO meetings" 
including public access to WTO documents and the 
creation of an WTO "information ombudsman". 


4.In the words of (former) European Trade 
Commissioner Sir Leon Brittan: "A Millennium 
round of trade talks should not just benefit 
business. We can and should ensure that 
Consumers and the environment also gain. The 
Commission has today opened a dialogue with a 
wide cross-section of NGOs as it believes 
transparency and openness are essential if a new 
round is to reap its full benefits. NGOs are crucial 
partners in preparing for the negotiations that lie 
ahead." 


5. THE COUNTER SUMMIT 


Controlled and financed by official donors and 
research foundations, the hidden agenda is to 
install a "politically correct" Citizens' Summit, 
namely to ensure that the various teach-ins and 
public rallies in the streets of Seattle conform to 
the dominant "counter discourse". The latter 
consists in pressing for the inclusion of token 
environmental, labour and human rights clauses, 
"poverty alleviation" schemes as_ well as 
"institutional reforms" without defying the central 
role of trade liberalisation. 


The partner non-governmental organisations 
have, in this regard, already committed 
themselves not to question "the legality" or 
legitimacy of the WTO as an institution. Accredited 
NGO participants have been invited to mingle in a 
friendly environment with ambassadors, trade 
ministers and Wall Street tycoons at several of the 
official events including the numerous cocktail 
parties and receptions. In turn, an (official) "WTO 
Sponsored NGO Symposium" is to be held for 
chosen NGO participants one day before the 
launching of the Ministerial Conference, with 
carefully worded opening statements by WTO 
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Director General Mike Moore and US Trade 
Secretary Charlene Barshevsky. 


In other words, the ploy in Seattle (supported by 
a lavish public relations campaign) is to carefully 
diffuse an international mass movement directed 
against the WTO and the powerful business 
syndicates which lie discretely in the background. 
"Criticism yes, that's democratic", but the "free 
market" system must prevail, the legitimacy of the 
institutions --including their Geneva and 
Washington based bureaucracies-- must not be 
challenged... In return, the official conference will 
accept to embody on behalf of the "accredited" 
labour and civil society organisations, various 
token environmental and other concessions in 
their main resolutions with a view to providing a 
much needed "human face" to the WTO. 


The Millennium Round meetings also purport to 
replicate the habitual parallel "People's Summit" 
which now constitutes an integral component of 
successive World venues. Repeated almost 
annually since the 1992 Rio’ Environment 
Conference, the People's Summit while providing a 
forum for critical debate, has over the years 
largely become "a ritual of dissent" which largely 
leaves the official Summit unscathed. 


The parallel P7 ("People's P7 Summit") at the G7 
meetings in Cologne in June 1999, for instance, 
was put together in consultation with the host 
organisers of the official Summit, generously 
funded by the Heinrich Boell Foundation which is 
an arm of the German Green Party controlled by 
Foreign Minister Joschka Fisher. The structure of 
the Cologne P7 was geared towards deflecting 
debate on controversial issues including the 
"humanitarian bombings" of Yugoslavia... 
Meanwhile, more than 20,000 people from all 
parts of Europe had gathered in the streets of 
Cologne under the umbrella of the Jubilee 
Campaign. Their petition to unconditionally erase 
Third World debt had been signed by more than 
17 million people. World leaders respectfully paid 
tribute to the Jubilee initiative, responding with 
empty rhetorical commitments on debt reduction 
for the World's poorest countries. The substantive 
proposal of the Campaign had been casually 
dismissed. 


In Seattle, many of the accredited NGOs 
representing specific interests (eg. environmental, 
labour, human rights, women's organisations, etc) 
will be putting forth separate demands. There is 
evidence that several of the key NGOs have been 
infiltrated by Western intelligence agencies. The 


Counter-Summit is to be fragmented into a 
"mosaic" of secluded events focussing on separate 
and distinct policy issues. The hidden agenda is to 
enable each of these separate venues "to do their 
own thing" in a semblance of "people's 
participation": the goal of the Seattle organisers is 
to mask the truth, prevent the development of a 
mass movement, suppress real democracy and 
uphold the authority of the institutions of the New 
World Order. 


In turn, the AFL-CIO joined by trade union bosses 
from around the World, has called upon the WTO 
to "enforce minimum labour standards... in the 
global market". Caving in to Washington's 
demands, Labour's buzz- word is to "make the 
global economy work for working families". 


6.A carefully drafted petition urges the Ministerial 
Conference to adopt "trade and investment rules 
[which] protect workers' rights and_ the 
environment". 7.The overall legitimacy of the WTO 
and of US trade policy is not in question. In turn, 
the AFL-CIO has been put in charge of the 
organisation of a mass rally which usefully serves 
the purpose of deflecting the international protest 
movement on the streets of Seattle... 


In Seattle, the big divide will be between those 
who are genuinely opposed to the New World 
Order and those "partner" civil society 
organisations which have all the appearances of 
being "progressive" but which in fact are creatures 
of the system. Often funded by their respective 
governments, they form part of a_ politically 
correct "Opposition" which acts as ("a 
spokesperson for civil society". But who do they 
represent? Many of the "partner NGOs" and lobby 
groups which frequently mingle with bureaucrats 
and politicians, have few contacts with grass-roots 
social movements and people's organisations. In 
the meantime, they serve to deflect the 
articulation of "real" social movements against the 
New World Order. 


This does not mean that "dialogue" with the WTO 
and the governments should be ruled out as a 
means of negotiation. On the contrary, "lobbying" 
must be applied vigorously in close liaison with 
constituent social movements. The underlying 
results and information of these negotiations, 
however, must be channelled with a view to 
reinforcing rather than weakening grass roots 
actions. In other words, we should not allow 
"lobbying" to be conducted in an isolated and 
secretive fashion by organisations which are "hand 
picked" by the governments and the WTO. 
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A MORATORIUM ON 
NEGOTIATIONS 


LIBERALISATION 


More than 1200 groups and organisations from 
more than 85 countries have called for a 
"Moratorium" on further liberalisation under WTO 
auspices including the holding of an "Audit" to be 
undertaken on the impacts of globalisation. Their 
consensus statement ("Statement From Members 
of International Civil Society Opposing A 
Millennium Round"): "oppose[s] any further 
liberalisation negotiations, especially those which 
will bring new areas under the WTO regime, such 
as investment, competition policy and government 
procurement. We commit ourselves to campaign 
to reject any such proposals. We also oppose the 
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS) Agreement. We call for a 
moratorium on any new _ issues or further 
negotiations that expand the scope and power of 
the WTO. During this moratorium there should be 
a comprehensive and in-depth review and 
assessment of the existing agreements. Effective 
steps should then be taken to change the 
agreements. Such a review should address the 
WTO's impact on marginalised communities, 
development, democracy, environment, health, 
human rights, labour rights and the rights of 
women and children. The review must be 
conducted with civil society's full participation. The 
Statement constitutes an important step in 
challenging the official Agenda. It is based on a 
carefully worded consensus of a large number of 
individual organisations. 


ILLEGALITY OF THE WTO 


Yet this important Statement in demanding a 
"Moratorium" on further liberalisation 
negotiations, fails to question the legitimacy of the 
WTO as an institution. And indeed this issue 
should have been included explicitly in the 
Statement. 


The Marrakesh Agreement of 1994 constitutes a 
blatant violation of fundamental social, economic 
and cultural rights. The stakes in Seattle are 
fundamental and cannot be addressed with a 
compromise Statement which tacitly accepts the 
legitimacy of the WTO as an institution. The WTO 
was put in place following the signing of a 
"technical agreement" negotiated behind closed 
doors by bureaucrats. Even the heads of country 
level delegations to Marrakesh in 1994 were not 
informed regarding the statutes of the World 


Trade Organisation which were drafted in separate 
closed sessions by technocrats. 


"The Final Act Embodying the Results of the 
Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations", 
was signed by ministers in Marrakesh on 15 April 
1994. The Final Act is a "technical agreement" 
which instates the WTO as a World body. "The 
WTO framework ensures a ‘single undertaking 
approach’ to the results of the Uruguay Round - 
thus, membership in the WTO entails accepting all 
the results of the Round without exception." 


Following the Marrakesh meeting, the 550 page 
Agreement (plus its numerous appendices) was 
either rubber-stamped in a hurry or never formally 
ratified by national parliaments. The articles of 
agreement of the WTO resulting from_ this 
"technical agreement" were casually entrenched in 
international law. In other words, the 1994 
Marrakesh Agreement which instates the WTO as 
a multilateral body, bypasses the democratic 
process in each of the member countries. It 
blatantly derogates national laws and constitutions 
while providing extensive powers to global banks 
and multinational corporations. These powers 
have in fact become entrenched in the articles of 
agreement of the WTO. 


In other words, the process of actual creation of 
the WTO following the Final Act of Uruguay Round 
is blatantly "illegal". Namely a_ "totalitarian" 
intergovernmental body has been _ casually 
installed in Geneva, empowered under 
international law with the mandate to "police" 
country level economic and_ social policies, 
derogating the sovereign rights of national 
governments. Similarly, the WTO almost 
neutralises "with the stroke of the pen" the 
authority and activities of several agencies of the 
United Nations including the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
and the International Labour Organisation (ILO). 


Moreover, the articles of the WTO are not only in 
contradiction with pre-existing national and 
international laws, they are also in at variance 
with "The Universal Declaration of Human Rights". 
Acceptance of the WTO as a_ legitimate 
organisation is tantamount to an _ "indefinite 
moratorium" or repeal of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. 


Moreover, apart from the blatant violation of 
international law, WTO rules provide legitimacy to 
trade practices which border on_ criminality, 
including "intellectual piracy" by multi-national 
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corporations, the derogation of plant breeders 
rights, not to mention genetic manipulation by the 
biotechnology giants, the patenting of life forms 
including plants, animals, micro-organisms, 
genetic material and human life forms under the 
TRIPs agreement. 


In the sphere of financial services, the provisions 
of the GATS provide legitimacy to large scale 
financial and speculative manipulations directed 
against developing countries which are often 
conducive to the demise of country-level monetary 
policy. 


And the WTO Dispute Settlement Procedures 
upholds the legitimacy of these various 
manipulative procedures... 


World Bank aid strategy flawed says 
Stiglitz 


By Alan Beattie 


The World Bank's policies of imposing conditions 
on countries seeking economic aid have failed, 
says its departing chief economist. 


Joseph Stiglitz, who resigned last week, writes 
today in The Economic Journal, published by the 
UK's Royal Economic Society, that the policy of 
"conditionality" is flawed and may _ have 
undermined democracy in countries receiving 
loans. 


"Was imposing conditionality an effective way of 
changing policies?" Mr Stiglitz says. "There is 
increasing evidence that it was not. Good policies 
cannot be bought." 


Instead, he says, countries should be encouraged 
to arrive at a national consensus to create their 
own strategies for development. 


Mr Stiglitz's term was due to end in February. His 
2¥2-year stint was marked by regular criticisms of 
the "Washington consensus", a set of economic 
prescriptions - including rapid trade and capital 
account liberalisation and the privatisation of 
state-owned enterprises - that, he said, 
dominated thinking in the International Monetary 
Fund. 


His strong views placed him in conflict with the 
IMF, the World Bank's sister institution. During the 
World Bank's annual meeting in September, 
James Wolfensohn, the Bank's president, rebuked 


Mr Stiglitz for criticising, with the benefit of 
hindsight, the reform process in Russia. 


But in today's publication, Mr Stiglitz continues to 
question whether the market-based reform 
strategies followed by the World Bank over the 
past 20 years have been either sufficient or even 
necessary for economic development. 


"China, which is by all accounts the most 
successful of the low-income countries, did not 
follow many of the key precepts of the Washington 
consensus," he says. 


Mr Stiglitz's views about the ineffectiveness of 
attaching strict. conditions to loans’ from 
international financial institutions are supported by 
a study by leading development economists, Paul 
Collier and Jan Willem Gunning, also published in 
today's Economic J ournal. 


Mr Collier and Mr Gunning studied the IMF as part 
of an external review last year of its effectiveness. 
They conclude that imposing conditionality outside 
times of macro-economic crisis may actually 
reduce borrowing governments' incentive to 
comply with IMF programmes by _ inducing 
resentment and make_ international investors 
doubt their genuine commitment to reform. 


Governments of poor countries should in future be 
given more freedom to choose their own economic 
policies outside crises, they say. 


Mauritius: WTO - World Protest Day 


The Police interdicted the mass protest march of 
the All Workers Conference planned for today 
(Tuesday, November 30) in front of the National 
Assembly and the US Embassy. 


The Police used a repressive piece of legislaltion, 
called the Public Gathering Act, to interdict this 
peaceful march, arguing that people do not have 
the right to demonstrate when the National 
Assembly meets. 


Despite this interdiction some hundred protesters 
composed of unions activists, delegates from 
Consumer, Women, Pre-school, artists, socialist 
and progressive militants organised protest 
actions near the National Assembly. There were 
exhibitions, distibutions of leaflets and innovative 
protests against the WTO and price increases of 
social services resulting from privatisation and the 
WTO. The police threatened the protesters at the 
beginning of the protest, but because of the 
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support for our action, they did not proceed to any 
arrest. 


We will very much appreciate if you could mention 
this interdiction in protest action against the WTO 
in other region of the world, because Mauritius is 
always portayed as a "living democracy" in this 
part of the world, when in fact the fundamental 
right to demonstrate freely is not respected. 


Ashok Subron on behalf of the National Organising 
Committee of the All Workers Conference 


Perspective for World Economy and 
Pakistan 


By: Faroog Tariq 
General Secretary Labour Party Pakistan 


Most of the politicians have been speaking of 
collapse of the "system." The present Musharaf 
regime's main argument = against Nawaz 
government is that it had lost the ability to save 
the system from a total collapse. They speak of 
building a new system minus corruption. Several 
politicians including Shahbaz Sharif, Qazi Hussain 
Ahmed and Ashgar Khan have warned of a bloody 
revolution if we could not save the system. It is 
eminent from every aspect that the system is sick 
and unable to reform itself. All the hue and cry for 
the reconstruction and reforms is a futile effort to 
buy some more time. 


Unfortunately, most of the players in the political 
arena have refused to look for another alternative 
to their system that is "capitalism." Can the 
system be saved from a total collapse in the ex- 
colonial countries? How for the present regime 
with its technocrats- based cabinet will be able to 
go in this direction? Can the "savior" General 
Musharaf repeat the performance of US General 
Mcarther. The American General was instrumental 
in carrying out the land reforms after the Second 
World War in Korea. These reforms laid the basis 
for future tremendous growth of Korea even on 
capitalist basis. Is the military coup in Pakistan 
fore runner of several more in other countries who 
are facing the same sort of situations of corruption 
and loan defaults. Lets look into some of the basic 
aspects of these questions and analyze the options 
opened for this regime. 


The essence of globalization 
The world economic upswing of the 1950's and the 


1960's ended in the recession of 1973/75 and the 
world economy entered into a new period of 


slower growth. Reacting to this crisis the big 
business internationally launched an economic and 
political offensive against working people. The 
main economic components of this attack were 
already being tested in Chile where US big 
business had organized the military coup in 1973. 
The Pinochet dictatorship murdered or drove into 
exile the leading working class activists and 
smashed the trade union movement. This 
dictatorship was then supplied with economists 
from the University of Chicago and the policies 
that would evolve into what has become known as 
globalization were set in motion. The difference 
between Pakistan and Chile's military coup is that 
General Musharaf has so for avoided any extra- 
judicial killings, which was the hallmark of the 
Pinochet dictatorship during the 70s. There is an 
interesting identical situation. Pinochet invited 
experts from Chicago while Musharraf has 
‘imported' Howard experts-serving IMF and World 
Bank. 


Led by Thatcher in Britain and Reagan in the USA, 
the objective of this worldwide assault was to 
make working people pay for the economic crisis 
that was unfolding in the capitalist system through 
a decrease in their living standards, rights and 
organization. 


The main elements of globalization were the lifting 
of controls on the flow of capital internationally, 
the deregulation of economies and workplaces, 
the privatization of publicly owned sectors. It also 
meant the cutting of social services and the 
forcing of working people worldwide into increased 
competition with each other that is who could 
work hard for less. The essence of globalization is 
that capital must be allowed to go where it likes 
and do what it likes without any opposition, 
hindrance, or regulation, especially any opposition 
from the masses. 


This offensive was already under way when 
"Socialist system" collapsed in Eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet Union from 1989 through 1991 
and was replaced by capitalism. The same process 
began and continues in China. These events gave 
even greater impetus to the process. of 
globalization. Led by US capitalism the big 
business classes in the main capitalist countries 
moved aggressively to stamp their authority in the 
former Stalinist countries and to increase their 
control over the former colonial countries and to 
even more decisively force its globalization policies 
on the entire world. No corner of the planet was to 
be allowed to resist the demands of capital and 
especially U.S. capital. 
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Globalization-is-US 


The thinking behind this as far as US capitalism is 
concerned is spelled out by big business journalist 
Thomas Freidman in an article in the New York 
Times of March 28th, 1999. He writes: "sustaining 
globalization is our _ overarching _ national 
interest.... Globalization-is-U.S.' Freidman 
explains what is necessary to sustain the policies 
of globalization when he says that what is required 
is "a stable geopolitical power structure, which 
simply cannot be maintained without the active 
involvement of the United States...the hidden 
hand of the market will never work without the 
hidden fist. Mcdonalds cannot flourish without 
Mcdonnell Douglas, the designer of the F-15. And 
the hidden fist that keeps the world safe for 
Silicon Valley's technologies is called the United 
States army, air force, navy and marine corps." In 
another article dealing with the US led NATO war 
in Kosava and Serbia Freidman called for a 
"merciless air war" against Serbia. "Give war a 
chance," he wrote. As with the Gulf war, the war 
in Kosava was waged to show the world the "fist." 
A hidden fist is only effective if it is taken out and 
used now and then for all to see. 


Abstract Globalization 


Freidman writes about what he calls this "abstract 
globalization" system that is being imposed on the 
world. However, it is far from abstract. The living 
standards of all working people in all areas of the 
world are being driven down by this "abstract" 
system. What has been happening and who is 
paying for the rise of the billionaires and the 
casino stock markets is demonstrated in figures 
for wages as a percentage share of national 
income. These refer to a few countries in Latin 
America but they are indicative of the worldwide 
experience. In 1970 wages as a percentage share 
of national income in Argentina stood at 40.9 
percentBy 1989 the figure was 24.9%. In Chile 
the equivalent figures were 47.7% and 19.0%. In 
Mexico 37 percent and 28.4 percent. This 
enormous transfer of wealth from working class 
people to the rich is what globalization is all about. 


The main features of globalization under IMF and 
World Bank instruction have been the _ total 
monopolization of the world economy by the multi 
national companies. Many local industries were 
destroyed and workers laid off. The political and 
social outcome of this process was sharpening 
polarization between the rich and the poor. In 
Pakistan, for instance, according the present 


regime, it is only 25 "top" companies who took 
more than 60 percent of the total loans by the 
national banks. Only 200 rich men through out the 
world have more than 45 percent of the total 
wealth of the world. Under these conditions, 
particularly in the ex -colonial countries, the 
question has become more important, how the 
masses are controlled, through democracy or by 
means of military dictatorships? Pakistan has 
taken a lead in an effort to answer this 
question. 


Seizing the opportunity given by the collapse of 
Stalinism, the big business in West launched an 
ideological offensive. They used all their resources 
to proclaim there was no alternative to capitalism. 
Their message was simple: Socialism/Marxism 
was dead. It lay in the ruins of the bankrupt 
systems of Eastern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union. This was their propaganda as_ they 
dishonestly linked socialism and Marxism with 
Stalinism. Their ideological offensive gave impetus 
to the economic and political offensive they had 
been carrying out against the working class 
worldwide. And as this was taking place, 
capitalism, especially US capitalism, increased its 
investment in and utilization of new technology. 


However, while not underestimating the power 
and extent of the onslaught of big business, the 
main reason that the boss' offensive has had the 
success that it has is due to the policies and role 
of the leaders of the workers' organizations. These 
leaders form a bureaucratic privileged caste, 
which control the potentially powerful 
organizations of the working class. The potential 
power, which they control and paralyses, has the 
strength to change the world, if it was mobilized 
and linked with the non-unionized workers, the 
poor peasantry and the youth worldwide. 


There are 125 million workers organized in 206 
union centers in 141 countries under the umbrella 
of the International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions alone. These 125 million workers have the 
power to control transport, communications, 
manufacturing, and the financial system 
worldwide and to give a lead to the working 
people of the world. Yet the leadership of this 
powerful force surrendered to the offensive of the 
bosses without a fight. Seeing no alternative to 
capitalism, believing that the working class is 
incapable of building a new society, they accepted 
the argument of capitalism that capital alone can 
rule the world. That because of this it must be 
allowed to go where it likes and does what it likes, 
and workers must compete against each other for 
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its favors. From Chile 1973 to the struggles and 
strikes of the present day, capitalism has emerged 
intact and in most cases victorious from its attacks 
on the working class. 


These successes and the fact that the working 
class is on the defensive and in retreat have 
meant that capitalism has gained some room for 
maneuver in dealing with the crises that it faces. 


Capitalism has been enforcing its agenda. And 
having re-established itself again in Eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet Union and being 
well on the way to doing so in China, capitalism 
has been doing this on a world scale to an extent 
not seen in the previous seventy years. 


It is even more important to recognize that the 
past period has also demonstrated that capitalism 
remains a system that is incapable of solving the 
problems of human society. It is not a healthy 
vibrant system but the opposite. It has made, and 
is making, life for the majority of the world's 
population worse, and the health of the planet 
sicker. In spite of its stock market highs, in spite 
of its ideological offensive, in spite of its claims 
concerning the potential of new technology, 
capitalism remains a system that is rotten and 
that can no longer take human society forward. 


The Hard Realities 


The United Nations Development Program recently 
issued its report. The facts it contained confirm 
this. It estimated that an additional $40 billion 
dollars per year in spending is all that is necessary 
to provide universal access to basic education, 
basic health care, adequate food, clean water and 
safe sewers for all, plus reproductive health care 
for all women. This is less than four percent of the 
combined wealth of the 225 richest people in the 
world. But the capitalist system cannot bring 
about this, what is in reality, a tiny transfer of 
resources. This fact alone means that capitalism is 
a system that is rotten and cannot be reformed. 


The glitz of new technology and the long growth 
cycle of the 1990's should not confuse anyone. 
Only 2% of the world population have access to 
the Internet. In Bangladesh, it would take eight 
years of average income to buy a computer. And 
the average annual growth in the 1990's growth 
cycle has been below that of the 1980's and the 
1970's. In spite of the Internet, in spite of the 90's 
growth cycle, 6 million children under five die of 
hunger and preventable disease every year. And 
this is getting worse. Since 1990, the time of 


advance of new technology and the long growth 
cycle, 300 million more people in the world have 
had to make do without proper sanitation. And 
capitalism cannot halt this worsening catastrophe. 


The ex-colonial countries of Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America have plunged even deeper into poverty 
and starvation. In the advanced industrial 
countries, the working class majority § has 
experienced worsening conditions, working harder 
for longer hours for less income. The pollution of 
the air, sea and land plus global warming has 
been proceeding apace. And internationally the 
inequality between the rich elite and the mass of 
the population has reached unprecedented 
heights. Capitalism remains a system, which offers 
no way out for human society. It is over ripe for 
change. There can be no compromise with this 
system. It has to be opposed, and the movement 
that has to be built must be dedicated to its 
overthrow. 


The collapse of ex Soviet Union, the victory in the 
Gulf War for the Imperialist powers and the 
economic growth cycle of the 1990's, have allowed 
capitalism to restrain somewhat the effects of its 
worst contradictions over the past ten years. The 
power of US Imperialism and its apparent 
economic success of the 1990's has given the 
ruling class of that country increased dominance 
internationally plus a certain authority and room 
for maneuver which it has used to dampen down 
some of the potentially explosive contradictions 
that exist. It has been able to get away with 
increasing use of military action from Iraq, to 
Sudan to Afghanistan and the Balkans as it has 
stepped up its campaign to impose its wishes and 
increase the exploitation of the ex-colonial 
countries and the former Stalinist world. 


While recognizing the decline in _ socialist 
consciousness that has taken place there is also 
another side to the developments of the past 
years. Big business internationally has been 
enforcing its agenda with ruthlessness and 
arrogance. One of the effects of this has been to 
lay bare the workings of capital much more clearly 
for all to see. As a result there has been an 
increased awareness of how capitalism works, the 
power of capital, the manner in which capital 
controls the political and legal systems, the media 
etc. In other words the real nature of capitalism 
and the class system that exists is better 
understood. 


The meaning of this process in Pakistan has been 
that with each turning point in politics, system is 
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even more exposed. Unfortunately with each 
political change, a so-called intellectual circle 
starts crying, now it will be better, and it will be 
able to reform and reconstruct the system. It 
makes noises that a more reliable ruler, unlike the 
past, has come to power and will be able to do 
something. Within two three year. Another 
"savior" is found every couple of years and same 
arguments are repeated in a new way. 


A serious economic downturn would increase the 
tensions amongst capitalism worldwide. 
Protectionism would threaten to gather pace with 
all the negative affects this will have on the world 
economy. And with this, increased conflicts of a 
military character will be likely. Part of this 
process will be a further fragmentation and break 
up of states. The Balkan wars, the Rwanda/ 
Burundi conflicts, such catastrophes can become 
more widespread. Conflicts such as those between 
India and Pakistan, tensions such as those that 
exist between China and the rest of South East 
Asia backed by the US can worsen. 


And there is hardly an area of the world where the 
potential for such conflict does not exist. While 
nuclear conflict of a regional character cannot be 
ruled out, the pressure of the working class, the 
pressure of other non-combatant powers and the 
fear of retaliation still makes this an unlikely 
prospect in the short and medium term. An all out 
nuclear war of the world's major powers does not 
appear to be on the cards at this time. 


While the Balkans and Rwanda/Burundi show what 
can develop where capitalism sinks deeper into 
crisis, and the working class cannot show a way 
forward. Where it is too weak to exert any 
significant pressure against religious, nationalist 
and tribal conflict, on a world scale the working 
class has neither been destroyed’ nor 
fundamentally weakened. While it has experienced 
some reduction in its strength in the former Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe, and in parts of the ex- 
colonial countries it has also suffered, and in 
countries such as Britain it has been weakened, on 
a world scale it remains potentially the decisive 
force. And in the USA it has been strengthened as 
investment increased in the past decade, the 
working class expanded and became more 
integrated racially and in gender. 


The flow of investment into the ex-colonial 
countries, especially South East Asia, over the 
past period has also strengthened the working 
class in some of these areas. 


The main conclusions are drawn from the present 
world situation therefore is: From an economic 
and social point of view capitalism is at an 
impasse. It cannot take world society forward. It 
threatens humanity with catastrophe. At the same 
time the means of production distribution and 
exchange are developed well past the point where 
the potential exists for the building of a new 
society based on the collective ownership and 
collective running of society on an international 
basis. 


But this potential can only be realized if society is 
fundamentally reorganized. That is on a collective 
and international basis. The working class on a 
world scale has the potential power to reorganize 
society in this way. It remains potentially the most 
powerful force on the planet and the only force 
that can show a way forward. Objectively 
therefore society is ripe for revolutionary change. 
So we live in the epoch of world revolution, that is 
where the central task facing human society if it is 
to have a future, is the overthrow of capitalism 
and its replacement by a genuinely democratic 
socialist society on a world scale. Such a change is 
only possible if the working class internationally is 
unified in a movement with a leadership capable 
of taking power in its own hands and ending the 
dictatorship of capital and the capitalist class. 


This is where the obstacle lies. While economically 
and socially the world situation is ripe for 
revolution that is the economic prerequisites for a 
socialist world is present. The working class 
internationally has the potential power to build a 
new world, the working class is not conscious of 
its own power and the role it has to play. So while 
objectively society is ripe and over-ripe for 
socialist revolution, subjectively this is not the 
case. The crisis is one of the leadership and the 
consciousness of the working class. If the working 
class is to understand its own power and the role 
that it has to play a new leadership of the working 
class has to be forged. 


The logjam that we now face is the role, policies 
and strategy of the leadership of the working class 
and the effects these have on the consciousness 
of the working class. This is what holds the 
working class back. And as the working class is 
the only progressive class today, the only class 
that can take society forward, this is what holds 
society back. The crisis of society therefore, the 
crisis of the human species in our time is the crisis 
of the working class leadership. It is to this task of 
building a new leadership of the working class that 
we have to address ourselves. 
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Under the tyranny of globalization, the main 
trends have been monopolization of the world 
economy, hence, more exploitation of the third 
world countries. One of the main tactics used by 
the so-called civilian governments of the third 
world has been to introduce more repressive 
character of the state. But there is a limit to that 
process. The Nawaz Sharif government had tried 
strengthening itself by more dictatorial powers 
through different institutions of the state. He tried 
to introduce the fifteenth amendment to enhance 
this process. If he would have been successful in 
getting it passed, there might not be need of the 
military rule to implement the unfinished agenda 
of IMF and World Bank. The experience of 
Pakistan can be repeated in other third world 
countries. There could be a new wave of military 
dictatorship in different parts of the world. When 
the so-called democracy is unable to deliver the 
goods, then more repressive regimes are 
inevitable. Already, the foreign minister of 
Indonesia has warned of Pakistanisation of 
Indonesia. He said if the present civilian 
government failed, then military could take over. 


Future of the regime 


Present regime can not achieve its goal of 
collecting the required amount for the repayments 
of the debts. Hitherto RS 8 billion have been 
recovered despite all the military might. It is 
peanuts and will not resolve the present economic 
crisis. Collection of loans from defaulters will have 
a major negative effect on the running business 
and running capital will be taken away thus paving 
the way for more industries to collapse. The 
present campaign will have also very negative 
effect on the small business and small farmers. 


But there are questions to be discussed like the 
nature of the present regime, how for it can last, 
its strategies, its effects on the working class and 
its movement, response of the main bourgeoisie 
parties, its demagogy of ending feudalism, 
economic and political agenda, its relationship 
with Imperialism and so on? 


The present regime will not be able to collect the 
loans and even if it is able to collect it, it will not 
be spend on the working people. The regime has 
come to power to fulfill the incomplete agenda of 
the IMF and World Bank. That is to do rapid 
privatization, repayments of the debts, lowering of 
the tariffs, devaluation, raising of the fuel prices, 
reintroduction of general sales tax and related 
economic measures. 


The present so-called liberal phase of the regime 
is temporary, as it has not met with any 
resistance. Its liberal face was exposed when it 
raided the office of weekly Mazdoor J eddojuhd 
Lahore to harass the staff on publishing a title 
story against martial law. When the economic 
failure of the regime will be in sight then the 
regime can become much more oppressive. The 
coming months will expose the real nature of the 
coup. The regime has not got the mass support 
for its actions, rather it has got the benefit of 
masses negative response to the Nawaz 
government. 


The mass consciousness will change very rapidly 
again about the present regime. When the burden 
of economic measures taken by the present 
regime will be felt and it will be felt very soon. The 
present attitude of "wait and sea" will change. The 
masses have no particular illusions for any 
bourgeoisie party. The Muslim League will not 
recover. Peoples Party have lost grounds and main 
beneficiaries could be religious fundamentalist 
forces and to some extent, the Left. 


The regime will not last very long like its 
predecessors had. The military dictatorship of 
Ayub Khan and Zia had last for 10 long years each 
because of a different world situation. The Ayub 
dictatorship in the sixties had the benefit of a long 
period of development of capitalism in the 
industrialized countries. While Zia lasted because 
of 'God gifted’ intervention of Soviet forces in 
Afghanistan and in return its special aid from the 
American Imperialism. 


The present regime has come into power in a 
period of deep economic crisis of capitalism in the 
ex-colonial countries. It can get special favors 
from the Imperialism. They can live with it but not 
open outright support for the regime. This is not 
because they are fundamentally opposing to 
military dictatorships but they have to face and 
satisfy their own masses. As the regime in 
Pakistan gets more repressive, the continuation of 
its support by the world imperialism will be more 
difficult. The information technology revolution 
has meant that every repressive measure in 
Pakistan will be noticed within minutes throughout 
the world, thus creating sympathies for the 
democratic forces. 


Almost all the bourgeoisie opposition parties have 
supported the coup initially. But they can change 
their position in the coming period. It is 
particularly true for the religious fundamentalist 


ps 


attac 


forces. The military regime has not used the cover 
of the religion as Zia had done. The main reason 
behind this move is to please the Western 
Imperialism. The religious forces have already 
criticized this. The Muslim League of ex -Prime 
Minister will not fight as Peoples Party fought back 
Zia dictatorship. 


It is possible that within a year or two, when the 
present regime is not able to hold "accountability" 
according to its whims, it will become more 
repressive. If the regime becomes more 
repressive, under the pressure of world working 
class movement the imperialist countries may 
exert pressure on this military regime to revert to 
democracy. Some sort of civilian and military 
hooch pooch has already been established. How 
the regime will depart, it is not clear but a new so- 
called democratic phase can return in a completely 
different form. The military will have its much 
more influence on this set up, may be a 
constitutional legal role. The Turkey and 
Indonesian models of democracy can be followed. 


The effect of the present regime on the working 
class will be very negative. When military was 
asked to help in the running of the Water and 
Power Development Authorities (WAPDA) by the 
previous Nawaz Sharif government, the first 
demand of the present Chief Executive who was 
the army chief at the time was to ban the unions 
in WAPDA. It's anti workers attitude can be judged 
from an other recent event. Pakistan Railways had 
announced the recruitment of 4000 new workers. 
Over 100,000 workers applied, 4000 were 
scrutinized and were on the verge of joining. The 
military appointed a new Railway Secretary, an 
ex-army general, who has_ stopped _ this 
recruitment and have ordered to check the 
possibilities of early privatization of the Railways. 


It is clear that fuel prices will be increased. 
Devaluation will be done; rapid privatization is on 
the agenda. All these measures will put a lot of 
economic burden on the masses. There is a ban 
on all public demonstrations. The regime has 
already reduced the price of the cotton, thus 
benefiting the textile bosses. The cotton farmers 
and peasants increased the price after a massive 
protest. They were not satisfied with that increase 
in the price of cotton. Now the reduction of this 
unpopular price will have big blow to the standard 
of living of the peasants and small farmers. This 
regime has come to power to fulfill the incomplete 
agenda of the IMF and World Bank. Under the 
noise of accountability, the real losers will be the 
masses and not the rich. 


General Pervaiz Musharraf, the Chief Executive 
has spoken to end feudalism in Pakistan. Can he 
do that? Military cannot abolish feudalism in 
Pakistan. The main reason is that military general 
and officers have also big land holdings. Can they 
be ready to surrender those? It is highly unlikely. 
He can not be General Mcarther who had forcefully 
introduced the land reforms in Korea after the 
Second World War. 


The illusions of masses in the military regime are 
fast turning into disillusionment. Similarly, the real 
agenda of the government is unfolding. The 
finance minister has already hinted at the increase 
in the petrol prices, introduction of GST, and 
privatization. These steps will bring this regime in 
contradiction with the masses, especially, the 
traders. If the government will attempt to 
implement these policies through force, it will 
have to face resistance, nationally as well as 
internationally. This will lead to the exit of this 
regime perhaps much before its plan and wishes. 


New Delhi: World Bank occupied. Please 
help. 


Indigenous Peoples Occupy World Bank Premises 
in New Delhi 


Protest against the Destruction of Livelihoods and 
the Environment by the World Bank and the WTO 


More than 300 Adivasis [i.e. indigenous peoples] 
from the Indian state of Madya Pradesh, 
representing all mass-based Adivasi movements, 
jumped over the fence of the World Bank building 
on the 24th of November at 12:00. They blocked 
the building, covering it with posters, grafitti, cow 
shit and mud, sang slogans and traditional songs 
at the gate, and went back only after Mr. Lim, 
country director of the World Bank in India, went 
out to receive an open letter signed by all their 
movements. 


The attempts of the country director of the World 
Bank to deliver a speech were refused by the 
Adivasis, who said that after talking with World 
Bank officials for the last 5 years they had 
concluded that such '‘dialogues' had the only 
objective of betraying, misleading and deceiving 
the Adivasis while pushing through commercial 
and industrial interests. 


Adivasi organisations in Madhya Pradesh have 
repeatedly denounced the highly destructive, so- 
called 'eco-development' programmes that the 
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World Bank has been funding for the last five 
years in their forests. Those programmes involve 
the violent forced eviction of Adivasis from their 
lands (where all means of force were used, 
including several killings), which as so many other 
aspects of the 'eco-development' programmes of 
the WB goes against the Operational Directives of 
the Bank, as well as a remarkably awkward 
combination of bans on the activities on which 
Adivasis have based their livelihoods since 
milennia (shifting cultivation, fishing, extraction of 
forest produce, etc.) on ‘environmental grounds', 
combined with the liberalisation of commercial 
activities to 'make conservation a good business’. 
A great business not for the Adivasis, but for the 
corrupt administrative system exploiting the forest 
and the commercial and industrial interests behind 
this sort of 'eco-development'. Hence, the Adivasi 
communities see themselves forced to buy in the 
market the products that they are not anymore 
allowed to extract from their forests. 


The other target of the action was the WTO 
regime, an increasingly important tool for the 
interests that are destroying the lives of 
indigenous peoples all over the world. The 
attempts to include in the WTO system a new 
agreement aimed at boosting timber extraction 
and trade were highlighted, and the Adivasis 
expressed their determination to fight against it. 


We, the tribal people of India, demand that the 
World Bank immediately stop its attempts to take 
over our forests. The Madhya Pradesh Forestry 
Project and other such projects only intensify the 
colonial takeover of our forests that began with 
British rule in our country. We fought the British 
and we will fight the new form of colonialism that 
you represent with all our strength. 


For us the MPFP and other such projects have 
meant an increasing threat to our rights over our 
land, our rights to extraction of forest produce, 
the loss of our grazing lands our fishing rights. It 
has meant increasing violence against our people. 
It has deliberately attempted to foster conflicts 
among our people in the old colonial tradition of 
‘divide and rule’. It has endorsed rape in 
Hoshangabad, killings in Khandwa, the burning 
down of homes and fields in Mandla and Dindori, 
beatings, extortion, and criminal cases against our 
people when they have attempted to protect their 
rights and livelihood. 


You know nothing about our forest or about how 
we have lived in them for centuries. You did not 
even consult us before you devised the MPFP and 


other forestry projects. You have never bothered 
to ask us how we have been affected by your 
projects. But with unforgivable arrogance you are 
attempting to take away our rights over our 
forests on the grounds that it is we who are 
destroying the forests that are our home, our 
source of livelihood. Even though it is so well 
known that it is the commercial and industrial 
interests that you represent that have destroyed 
our forests. 


Our forests can only be saved by us, the people of 
the forests. You know that. That is why you talk of 
‘Joint Forest Management’. But your 'Joint Forest 
Management' is a sham - a ruse that you use to 
pretend that you have our consent when you 
wrest our forests from us. 


Your Operational Directives assure us that you will 
seek our consent and fully informed participation 
in your projects. They assure us that your projects 
will not affect us adversely. You have betrayed 
that promise and violated your own Operational 
Directives. You have repeatedly ignored our 
protests. We agreed to participate in a Joint 
Mission with you in this regard, but you 
abandoned the Mission when it became clear that 
your project has so seriously violated our rights. 


We know that in the Seattle Round of the WTO, 
there is a plan to hand over our forests to 
commercial and industrial interests. We will resist 
this too, with all our might. For the World Bank 
and the WTO, our forests are a marketable 
commodity. But for us, the forests are a home, 
our source of livelihood, the dwelling of our gods, 
the burial grounds of our ancestors, the inspiration 
of our culture. We do not need you to save our 
forests. We will not let you sell our forests. So go 
back from our forests and our country. 


On behalf of our people: 


* Ekta Parishad, Madhya Pradesh (M.P.) and 
Orissa * Adivasi Mukti Sangathan, M.P. * Shramik 
Adivasi Sangathan, M.P. *  Kisan_ Adivasi 
Sangathan, M.P. * Jan Van Andolan, M.P. * Pench 
National Park Sangharsha Samiti, M.P. * 
Bandhavagash_ Rashtriya Udyan  Sangharsha 
Sangathan, M.P. * Sanjay Rashtriya Udyan 
Sangharsha Samiti, M.P. * Sitanadi Abhayaranya 
Sangharsha Samiti, M.P. * Nagarhole Restoration 
Movement, Karnataka * Vikalpa, Uttar Pradesh 
(U.P.) * Mazdoor Morcha, U.P. * Ghat Kshetra 
Samiti, U.P. * Kalpavriksha, Delhi * Samajwadi 
Jan Parishad * Narmada Bachao Andolan * 
National Alliance of People's Movements * Centre 
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for Law and the Environment, New Delhi * Coorg 
Organisation for Rural Development, Karnataka * 
Budakattu Krishikara Sangha, Karnataka 


Pictures of the action will soon be available at the 
PGA website, (http://www.agp.org). In the next 
months more background information on_ this 
issue will be slowly added to that webpage. 


PLEASE WRITE TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
WORLD BANK DEMANDING AN IMMEDIATE END 
TO ALL THE SO-CALLED 'ECO-DEVELOPMENT' 
PROGRAMMES IN THE FORESTRY AREA IN INDIA. 
REMIND HIM THAT THE OPERATIONAL 
DIRECTIVES OF THE WORLD BANK HAVE BEEN 
GROSSLY VIOLATED AND COUNTLESS 


ATROCITIES HAVE BEEN LINKED TO_ THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THESE PROJECTS, WHICH 
ONLY LEAD TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE 
FORESTS THAT THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO PROTECT 
AND OF THE INDIGENOUS CULTURES THAT HAVE 
SINCE MILENNIA LIVED IN COMPLETE BALANCE 
WITH THEIR ENVIRONMENT. 


The name of the World Bank President is James D. 
Wolfensohn and his address is The World Bank, 
1818 H Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20433 
U.S.A. Please send copies of the letters to 
<sergio@artamis.org> 





